
How did I get here?

Why did I come to Waterloo to 

study Electrical Engineering?

I always wanted to build things 

to help people

Never really knew how to about 

doing that however...

I designed videogames on paper

I would draw designs for utopian 

cities

I made a whole alien race with a 

caste structure and everything 

when I was in grade school

I thought biotechnology 

engineering was a good way to 

do this at one point

Nanotechnology engineering too

Interface a computer with the 

brain

Augment a human being with 

computer parts

I always wanted to know more 

about how a computer worked

Then I read "Little Brother" by 

Cory Doctorow

Then I knew I could use 

computers to fight injustice and 

help people

And had a much lower barrier to 

entry than other sciences

But I still had it in my head that I 

could do a harder science, like 

nanotechnology and help more 

people

Got rejected from nanotech 

engineering though

Found out later that materials 

science is boring as hell and 

super hard to get started in

So I found things to love in 

Electrical Engineering

Technologies

Super-computers

Microprocessor architectures

Networking

Artificial Intelligence

But then I got to Signapore and 

felt like all of these things were 

incremental in their progress or 

were like shots in the dark

I felt like I had a life that I could 

do anything with because of all 

the luck and privileges I had

I might as well do something 

risky with potentially awesome 

pay-offs

But what the heck matched that?
Didn't I used to care about the 

brain before?

Note, that I did not always feel 

this way

At one point in my life, I wanted 

to be a librarian because it 

seemed like a safe job

NOT THAT THERE IS ANYTHING 

WRONG WITH THAT

It just wasn't what I want

My grades were never that good

How did I decide to become a 

Cognitive Scientist in Chris's lab?

Yeah! I did used to care about 

the brain!

Who's doing brain inspired 

artificial intelligence?

Chris is literally the only person 

actually doing this in the whole 

world.

Seriously.

Tried to read some of his 

publications and got totally lost.

Re-read them and got a bit more 

info from it.

Emailed Chris to see if I could 

work for him during a co-op term

Read his book "How to Build a 

Brain" while I was in Singapore

Spent my academic term 

orienting myself in Cognitive 

Science by writing essays about 

Cognitive Science for a course 

and relating everything to the 

NEF/SPA

Spent most of my co-op term just 

figuring out what the hell the lab 

was actually doing.

It's much better now. There's way 

more documentation and we're 

going to record video tutorials

Spent my winter term taking 

Chris's epically hard course

Spent my summer (after 

travelling) building a tutorial and 

looking into stuff

The story of this progression can 

be seen by filtering my CogSci 

StackExchange questions and 

answers chonologically

I was a very confused student


